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REASON FOR ISSUANCE 
 
Major changes:  See changes or additions in text which have been highlighted.  Three stars (***) 
identify information that has been removed.  
 
1. Changed the acreage reporting date from July 15th to April 15th to coincide with other program 

dates and facilitate the submission of Pre-Acceptance Worksheet on a timely basis. 
 
2. Clarified the tree spacing instructions for the Pre-Acceptance Worksheet contained in Exhibit 3. 
 
3. Added Exhibit 12, Comparison of Symptoms of Fire Blight and Blossom Blast. 
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FILING INSTRUCTIONS 
  
This handbook replaces the 2021 Apple Tree Crop Insurance Standards Handbook, 
FCIC-20550U (01-2020). This handbook is effective for the 2022 and succeeding crop 
years and is not retroactive to any 2021 crop year determinations. 
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PART 1  GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
1 Purpose 

The purpose of this handbook is to provide supplementary instructions for establishing apple tree 
crop insurance coverage in accordance with the Apple Tree CP (21-AT), Apple Tree LASH 
(FCIC-20550L), and the CIH (FCIC-18010).  

In the course of delivering apple tree crop insurance, AIPs may develop forms based on their 
internal needs.  The forms must be developed according to RMA’s approved standards contained 
in this handbook or as specified in the DSSH (FCIC 24040) and provide all required information.  
Standards; examples contained in this handbook do not contain the required statements.  Refer to 
the DSSH (FCIC 24040) to determine the applicable statements to be included on each form.  
The Collection of Information and Data (Privacy Act) Statement and the Nondiscrimination 
Statement must be included on any form the insured signs or must be provided to the insured on a 
separate form, for each form that is signed by the insured.  A copy must be maintained by the 
AIP.  The Certification Statement must be included on any form that the insured signs that 
collects information from the producer. 

2 Background Information 

RMA is implementing the Apple Tree (AT) program for all insurable apple trees beginning with 
the 2021 crop year.  The program is patterned after other tree-based dollar crop insurance 
programs and provides insurance coverage for trees that are damaged by insured causes of loss 
occurring during the insurance period.   

The AT insurance program is a Tree Based Dollar Amount of Insurance Crop program (Plan 
Code 40).  The terminology and instructions contained in the CIH that apply to the 
responsibilities of the AIP and the insured apply to the AT program. 

3 Availability 

The AT program is available in counties where the FCIC AT program is offered.  

4 Eligibility 

A. Apple Tree Program  

 The AT program is available to all persons with a share in an apple tree orchard in the 
counties listed in the AD for the purpose of producing a crop intended to be sold for human 
consumption in accordance with the BP, CP, and SP. 

 
B. Ineligible Persons  

 Any person with a delinquent debt to RMA or an AIP or who is otherwise ineligible under 
the BP may not obtain AT insurance coverage. 

5 Important Dates 

A. Contract Change Date 

 January 31 preceding the cancellation date. 
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5 Important Dates (Continued) 

B. Sales Closing Date 

 April 15. 

C. Cancellation and Termination Dates 

 April 15 before the beginning of the crop year.  

D. Premium Billing Date 

 March 1 of the crop year. 

E. Acreage Reporting Date 

*** For new and carryover insureds, April 15. 

F. Beginning of the Insurance Period Dates 

 (1) For new policies:  On July 1 following the SCD date unless the AIP notifies the 
insured that all or a part of the insured’s trees are not insurable.  

 (2) For carryover policies:  July 1 of the crop year. 

G. Calendar Date for the End of the Insurance Period 

 June 30 of the crop year. 

6 Coverage Levels, Price Elections, and Policy Changes 

A. Coverage Levels 

The insured may select a different coverage level for each insured apple tree type, as 
specified in section 3 of the CP (e.g., the insured may elect the 75 percent coverage level on 
one type and the 65 percent coverage level on a different type).  However, if the insured 
elects the Catastrophic Risk Protection (CAT) level of insurance, the CAT level of coverage 
will be applicable to all insured apple tree acreage in the county. 

B. Price Elections (Tree Reference Price) 

The insured may select different prices elections by type.  Additionally, the insured may 
elect a different percentage of the maximum price election available for each type.  For 
example, if the insured chooses 100 percent of the maximum price election for one type, the 
insured may choose 75 percent of the maximum price election for another type. 

C. Policy Changes 

Changes to the insurance coverage that would become effective for the current crop year 
are limited as follows: 

(1) For new policies, changes may not be made after the SCD. 

(2) In subsequent years, for carryover policies, the insured may elect, prior to the SCD, a 
higher coverage level, higher price percentage, or optional coverage on the applicable 
form.
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Exhibit 12 
Comparison of Symptoms of Fire Blight and Blossom Blast 
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